
Second Year Tutorial PADP-1 
First Year Reflection and Second Year Course Choices 

 
The first tutorial of your second year is a reflection exercise based on your First Year performance and your 
Second Year course choices. For most of you, the tutorial will be with the same tutor as last year; for a few groups 
it will be with someone new. The tutorial session will take the form of a short one-to-one discussion with your 
tutor. During the session, you will be given your second year tutorial record sheet. At the end of the session, you 
may agree on some specific actions, which will be entered on the record sheet and reviewed later in the year.  

 
The tutorial’s objectives are: 
 
� To make contact with your tutor (for some of you, to meet them for the first time). If you’re 

not sure who your tutor is this year you can check at:
 
http://www.cs.man.ac.uk/Study_subweb/Ugrad/year2

 
� To take a serious look back at your first year at university in order to identify anything that 

could improve the rest of your time as a student 
� To make sure that your course choices are sensible given your longer term aims 

 
First Year Reflection 

 
An important part of the education process is reflecting on what your have achieved and how far your have met 
your own aims and aspirations, as well as those of your degree programme. This tutorial is an opportunity to do 
this, and to objectify your thoughts by discussing them with your tutor.  

 
In order for this to be a worthwhile activity, it is important that you reflect seriously and honestly on the 
experience of your first year, both academically and more generally. The following questions might help you 
structure this, and can form the basis of the discussion with your tutor (though you are free to come up with your 
own structure if you prefer.) Jot down your thoughts in the spaces provided. 

 
1. What were the successes of your first year (academically and non academically)? How can 

these be built on in the future? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. How did your first year match your expectations (again, both academically and otherwise)? 

Did your exam performance reflect your ability? Do you have the right balance between the 
academic and non-academic aspects of your life? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[Continued overleaf] 



3. Were there any problems… if so what might be done to remedy these? (It’s very important 
that your tutor knows about any personal difficulties that are affecting your studies as early 
as possible; you can discuss anything with your tutor in complete confidence.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Second year course options 
 
There are many more course options available in the second year than in the first. It’s important that 
you think carefully about which course units you take in your second year, since this will affect what 
options are available next year and will ‘flavour’ your final degree and your CV after you graduate.  
 
Consider the following points, jot down some notes, and briefly discuss your choices and your 
reasoning with your tutor. You have until Wednesday the 16th of October to change your mind about 
second year course options. 
 
� What do you think you might like to do after you graduate? 
� Do you course options reflect this? 
� Are you going for a broad or a focussed curriculum? 
� Are there any third year courses you particularly would like to do… and do your current 

choices allow you to do this? 
� Have you chosen courses that make the most of your abilities? (e.g. how did you perform in 

related courses last year?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


